
Circular walk from Bury Knowle Park to the C. S. LEWIS NATURE 
RESERVE in Risinghurst, and on up to SHOTOVER; then a restricted 

byway to HORSPATH, and back to Headington through fields to 
THE RIDINGS (under 5½ miles/8.8 km) 

Walking boots essential in the Horspath area after rainy periods 

 

 (1) Bury Knowle Park in central Headington to Risinghurst 

Leave  Bury Knowle Park via the main gate, turn left on to the London Road, and cross 
that road at the first pelican crossing (opposite St Andrew’s School). Continue a short way 
eastwards on the London Road, and then take the first turning on the right down Wharton 
Road. 
 
Take the second turning on the left into St Leonard’s Road. 
 
Take the first turning on the right into Holley Crescent, and when it curves right, turn left on 
to Vallis Alley, the footpath that starts between Nos. 22 and 20 Holley Crescent. (This is a 
remnant of the old  funeral path that the people of Quarry used to take to get to St Andrew’s 
Church before their own parish church opened in 1849.) If the alley is crowded, it is possible 
to go into Margaret Road recreation ground on the right and get back out on to the path 
again just before the pavilion. 
 
Continue on Vallis Alley all the way to the end, then cross Quarry High Street and enter 
the footpath that is opposite (Chapel Alley). The former  Quarry Methodist Chapel of 1860 
is on your left. 
 
At the end of Chapel Alley turn left into Quarry Hollow, then take the first right into 
Quarry School Place, with Headington Quarry Nursery School (formerly 
Headington Quarry National School) on your right. 
 
Turn left into Masons Alley, which is to the right of the Mason’s Arms pub. 
 
At the end of Masons Alley, turn left into Trinity Road. Continue straight on to the end, 
where there is a very short path across grass leading to the pelican crossing you must use to 
cross the Eastern Bypass. 

(2) Risinghurst to Shotover (map) 

After crossing the bypass, continue along Kiln Lane in Risinghurst.  

The quickest footpath up to Shotover is the one at the top right of Netherwoods Road, but it is 
more interesting (and sometimes less muddy) to turn into the next road, Lewis Close, and go 
up past The Kilns and then through the C. S. Lewis Nature Reserve. You need to aim for the 
top right-hand corner, so the quickest route is to the right, but if you want to explore the 
reserve there are other ways to the top.  

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/buryknowle.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/schools/standrews.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/funeral_path.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/quarry_methodist_chapel.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/quarryschool.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/pubs/masons_arms.htm
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=15/51.7579/-1.1915
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/estates/risinghurst_estate.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/kilns.htm
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/cs-lewis-nature-reserve


Leave the nature reserve through the kissing gate at the top right-hand corner, and you will be 
on the top part of the footpath that started in Netherwoods Road. Continue straight on up the 
footpath (crossing a small road) until you emerge on Shotover Hill near the television mast. 

(3) Shotover to Horspath Church (map) 

After emerging from the footpath, turn left and continue over Shotover Plain as far as the 
reservoir. (It is confusingly called Horspath Reservoir, while the one at Shotover Kilns off 
Old Road is called Shotover Reservoir: more on Headington’s four reservoirs here.)  

Immediately after passing the reservoir you will see a signpost on your left pointing right and 
reading “RESTRICTED BYWAY HORSPATH ¾”. Turn right down this byway (initially 
with the reservoir on your right) and take it all the way down to Horspath. This byway 
merges into Blenheim Road at the end. Continue on this road to reach the centre of the 
village.  

Blenheim Road changes imperceptibly into Church Road: proceed until you see the church 
on your right. 

(4) Horspath Church to The Ridings (map) 

Immediately after passing the Church, turn right down a short tarmac footpath running along 
its left-hand boundary wall. This leads to Manor Farm Road: turn right and take Manor 
Farm Road to the end. 

At the end (just after the Shotover Brewery shop), turn left on to a tarmac footpath. 
Important: when this tarmac footpath swings to the left, take the right-hand earth path. 

Go through the first kissing gate and take the wide grass path that crosses level ground in the 
direction of Headington: it starts slightly to the right, and is not always obvious. Continue on 
this path right across the first large field. 

At the end of this path you will see a second kissing gate on your left. Go through this gate 
and continue into a second large field. The footpath you must follow is on the left. 

IGNORE the kissing gate1 you will see later on your left and continue through to the end of 
this field. The path can be very muddy when it reaches the hedge, so it may be better to go up 
to the large gap in the hedge on the right. 

Return back down to the original path on the left and follow it until it reaches a tarmac path 
along the top of Brasenose Wood. (There is also an earth path to the right, but this can get 
muddy.)  

                                                 
1 There is an alternative route via that gate through a field and over the bridge in the bottom 
right-hand corner to Brasenose Farm opposite Aldi, but this means walking home via The 
Slade.  

https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=15/51.7428/-1.1768
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/headington_hill/reservoir.htm
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=15/51.7444/-1.1849


This path leads into the Ridings proper: continue to the end where it meets Old Road, and 
then turn left.  

 

(5) The Ridings back to Bury Knowle Park 

After crossing the Old Road bridge over the Eastern Bypass, take the second turning on the 
right into Quarry Road.  

Continue along the whole length of Quarry Road, and on into Quarry High Street. 

After passing Coppock Close on your left, take the footpath on the left marked Cox’s Alley 
(near the telephone pole). This will lead you into Gladstone Road.  

Continue to the top of Gladstone Road, and turn left into London Road. 

Cross the London Road at the pelican crossing and continue in the same direction. 

After passing the Hedena surgery, turn right immediately into the narrow entrance into Bury 
Knowle Park 

Turn left and continue along the footpath inside the front wall of the park back to the starting 
point near the main gate.  

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/quarry/ridings.html

