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Circular walk from the Thornhill Park & Ride to Sandhills, 
Forest Hill, Stanton St John, Woodperry, Beckley, and Barton 
(7½ miles) 

Public Transport to start of walk:  

• Park & Ride 400/Brookes bus from Oxford to Thornhill. 
Pick it up at Castle Street going south, St Aldate’s going north, 
Queen’s Lane, Brookes, or Headington shops west (outside Starbucks).  

• Arriva 280 from Oxford to the Sandhills stop (opposite Thornhill). 
Pick it up at the same stops as previous, except that these two buses use 
the Headington shops east stop (near Bury Knowle Park) 

• Hospital Park & Ride 700 or 800 to Thornhill 
Runs on Mondays to Fridays only 
Pick it up at the hospitals or Headington shops east (near Bury Knowle 
Park). 

 

(1) From Thornhill/Sandhills to Forest Hill 

Walk slightly to the left when leaving the Thornhill Park & Ride and cross the 
main A40 road via the subway to Sandhills. 

At the end of the path that leads from the subway, turn left into Merewood 
Avenue and take the immediate turn on the right into Delbush Avenue. 

Go right down to the very bottom of Delbush Avenue, and then turn right 
along the bridleway to Barton. 

As soon as this bridleway starts to swing definitively right up towards the road 
to London, turn sharp left and cross the bridge over the Bayswater Brook. 
The path then turns right and you will continue in the same direction as before, 
with the brook on your right. 

At the end of the grass path, continue straight on to the right of the noticeboard 
following the grassy bridle path with the pointer marked “Forest Hill”. 
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When the footpath swings right down to a gap in the hedge, take the path on the 
left and walk behind (south of) the hedge. When you see Forest Hill and a farm 
in front of you, watch out for the path going diagonally left through fields of 
horses up to the top left-hand corner.  Continue on the narrow grass path going 
diagonally to the left, and you will emerge on to Main Street in Forest Hill.  

 

(2) From Forest Hill to Stanton St John 

Turn left on Main Street and continue to the end where it meets the Wheatley 
Road (B4027). Cross this road and take the track opposite that runs down the 
left-hand side of the White Horse pub. (This track has no road sign, but is 
marked on maps as Polecat End Lane.)  

Watch out for some  wooden steps with a handrail on the left: currently just 
before a red notice marked “Caution: Dog walkers and hikers”. Go up these 
steps and through the gate on to a bridleway.  

Follow this bridleway down to a metal kissing gate, go through, and continue 
along the path, swinging right down the hill until you see a stile on your left.  

Cross that stile, and follow the bridleway through Breach Farm. Follow the 
bridleway down through the farmyard and then continue straight on. 

Do not follow the bridleway when it swings right toward Stanton Forest, but go 
over the stile at the corner on the left beside a pair of metal gates.  

Keep on the path to the left running alongside a barbed-wire fence and go 
through a small metal gate next to a large one with Beckley TV mast showing 
behind. 

Continue following the path in the direction of the mast. At the end of the path, 
do not turn left but go through the metal kissing gate and take the grass path 
ahead downhill.  

Cross over the ditch via the small bridge and continue straight on to the grass 
path. At the end of the path take the metal gate into the small car-park, and after 
crossing it you will emerge on Middle Road in Stanton St John. 
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(3) From Stanton St John to Beckley, via Woodperry 

Turn right on to Middle Road and after a short distance turn left on to 
Pound Lane, passing behind the parish church of St John the Baptist. There is a 
raised footpath you can take here. 

At the point where Pound Lane swings sharp left (with Snow’s Lane and a sign 
to Stanton House on the right), go through the wooden gate on the right on to a 
grassy footpath through allotments, passing Rectory Farm on your left. 

Go through the wooden gate at the end of the allotments and continue to follow 
the path to the end, where ahead is a sign saying “Private”. Turn right on to the 
path behind the hedge. 

Turn left on to a more formal path, passing on the right a couple of large 
detached houses and then Woodperry House itself, set a long way back.  

Exit through the white gate at the end of this path on to the Horton Road. 

Turn right on to Horton Road, and then take the immediate first left on to 
Woodperry Road (signposted “Beckley 1”).  

Follow the Woodperry Road for about a mile to reach the centre of the village 
of Beckley. (It is a rather dull road, but there is little traffic, and there are some 
good views of Otmoor towards the end.) 

Eventually this road meets Roman Way on the right at Beckley.  
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(4) From Beckley to Barton 

Ignoring Roman Way on your right, take Sandpath to the left. (This path is 
named Sand Lane on maps, but Sandpath on the road sign.) Follow it to the end, 
where it reaches New Inn Road.  

Turn left on New Inn Road, and almost immediately on the right is a bridleway. 
Take this path to the end, where it meets the B4027. 

Cross the B4027 and turn right for a very short distance. Opposite Royal Oak 
House and Manor Stoves is the long straight bridleway to Barton 

Follow this bridleway, passing Sydlings Copse on your right. 

(When you are almost at the end of this path, at the last hedge at right-angles 
on the right, there is a possibility of a detour to see Wick Farm and its 
Grade II* listed well-house to the west. Turn  right immediately after the hedge 
to reach the farm. You can then turn left past the Wick Farm homes and take the 
path back down and get back to the top of Barton by Barton Village Road. But if 
you do not need to get back to Thornhill Park & Ride, you can turn right at the 
bottom and take a path back through Barton Park to Northway)  

 

(5) From Barton back to Sandhills/Thornhill 

When you reaching Barton at the bottom end of the bridleway, cross the bridge 
over the Bayswater Brook, and turn left to follow the footpath alongside the 
brook. This footpath comes to an end at the Bayswater Road. 

Cross the Bayswater Road, and go up Waynflete Road, which is immediately 
opposite. Continue to follow Waynflete Road as it curves around and go up the 
hill, turning left on to Bayswater Farm Road. Proceed along that road, and just 
after Colwell Drive on the right take the bridleway that leads back to Sandhills. 
(This is the western side of the same bridleway from Sandhills to Forest Hill 
where the walk began.) 

Just before the red dog-waste bin, turn right into Burdell Avenue and at the top 
turn left into Merewood Avenue, where the walk began. 


