
Circular walk from Bury Knowle Park 
To ELSFIELD by road and BECKLEY by bridleway, 
returning via a footpath to Barton (c.8 miles/13 km) 

 

(1) Bury Knowle Park to Elsfield Church by road: 2.5 miles  

There is a quicker way from Headington to central Elsfield through fields, but in winter the 
footpath which starts across the northern bypass opposite Stoke Place is usually flooded and 
the fields are extremely muddy 

From the main gate of Bury Knowle Park on the London Road, go through the park via the 
left-hand path, and after passing through the small car-park turn left and walk along 
Stoke Place. 

Then turn right into Old High Street, and at the end turn left into St Andrew’s Road. This 
swings around downhill to the right. At the bottom, when you have Ruskin College (formerly 
The Rookery) in front of you, turn left into Dunstan Road. 

Continue downhill past Headington Cemetery then take the first turning left (at the mini-
roundabout) into Saxon Way. Turn left at the bottom of Saxon Way into Westlands Avenue.  

Swing right at the end of Westlands Avenue into Copse Lane.  

A short way along Copse Lane (just after passing a bus stop and a children’s playground 
behind a hedge), take the diagonal footpath on the right that leads into Peasmoor Piece. 

Continue through Peasmoor Piece and just after crossing a path that cuts across it at right 
angles  turn left over the grass to the Court Place Farm car park.  

Walk through the car park towards the right and exit via the main Court Place Farm entrance. 
Then turn right immediately on to the tarmac footpath, which leads to the Marston flyover.  

Cross the Marston flyover (safe pavement) and then swing left with the road and take the 
first turning on the right signposted “Elsfield 1”. 

When you reach the top of the hill, the thirteenth-century Elsfield Church is on your right. 
You may wish to have a look in the churchyard for the grave of John Buchan 
(Lord Tweedsmuir).  

 

(2) Elsfield Church to the bridleway to Beckley: 1.35 miles 

Continue on the same road past the church, and on your left after passing a thatched cottage 
you will see Elsfield Manor (with a blue plaque to John Buchan).   

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/listed_buildings/rookery.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/cemetery.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Buchan


Continue along the road (ignoring the bridleway on your left), passing Home Farm on your 
right. Continue to the bend in the road. Just after this bend you will pass two large detached 
brick houses on your right, and then opposite the next house (which is set at right-angles to 
the road), you will see a footpath on the left clearly signposted WOODEATON 1¼. Go 
through the wooden gate on to this footpath and take the diagonal earth footpath (yellow 
pointer) that leads through a field (bare earth or crops).  

When you reach the corner of this field, the path swings to the left on to grass. After a very 
slight distance you should almost immediately take a sharp turn to the right (yellow arrow) on 
to a grassy path. Be careful not to go into the field at the end of this path, but turn left just 
before it (yellow arrow) and start going down the hill, with Woodeaton Wood on your left 
and a hedge on your right.  

Not far down the hill (just after a large fallen tree trunk) turn right (yellow arrow) on to the 
footpath that leads to the B4027. When this footpath divides in two, take the left-hand fork, 
which is clearly indicated by a post with a footpath sign. 

Very soon after this division, you will see a bridge over a ditch on your right, marked with a 
pointer. Cross this bridge, and continue left downhill. When you get near the bottom, you 
need to go right in front of an island group of bushes and a tree and you will see the way out 
to the B4027 marked with a pointer. 

(3) Bridleway to Beckley, and through the village to Royal Oak House 

After emerging on to the B4027 turn left on it just for a short distance. The last single 
chevron that you will see ahead of you points exactly to the bridleway to Beckley on the 
right-hand side. As you get nearer, you will see that it is also clearly marked with a signpost 
reading “BRIDLEWAY: BECKLEY 1½ miles”. 

This direct bridleway is very easy to follow and is well marked with pointers. The first 
meadow you pass through can be muddy. 

At the end you will pass through a metal gate and climb up at the right-hand side of Noke 
Wood to reach Common Road. 

Turn left on Common Road, and when you reach the end of it, in order to see Beckley village 
you need to turn left into New Inn Road. (You may wish to visit the 11th–14th-century 
church of All Saints at the top of Church Lane, which is ahead of you.) 

To continue with the walk, when New Inn Road meets Church Lane turn right into Beckley’s 
High Street. 

When you reach the Abingdon Arms pub, take the short road opposite called Roman Way. 
(This was once part of the Roman road that ran from Alchester (near Bicester) to Dorchester-
on-Thames that continues through Barton, Cowley, Blackbird Leys, and Berinsfield.)  

Roman Way leads straight on to a bridleway called Sandpath: take this up to the New Inn 
Road. Then take the footpath almost opposite, which leads to the B4027 road. 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/misc/roman.htm#road


Cross this road, and then go right for a very short distance to pick up the footpath opposite 
the former Royal Oak pub, Beckley that continues southwards.  

(4) From Beckley back to Bury Knowle Park via Barton 

The long straight footpath opposite the Royal Oak pub in Beckley leads all the way down to 
the Bayswater Brook at Barton.  

When you reach Barton, cross the bridge over the brook and go up the footpath straight ahead 
of you, and continue going straight up several sections of path until you finally emerge on 
Barton Village Road. Turn left and take that road up to the subway under the northern 
bypass. 

After crossing by the subway, turn right up the slope to reach Barton Lane. Continue along 
Barton Lane past Ash Grove on your left, and take the next turning on the left 
(Chestnut Avenue). 

Go on up Chestnut Avenue and turn right into the back entrance to Bury Knowle Park (which 
is behind the first largish tree). Take the diagonal path back to your starting place at the main 
park gate on the London Road. 

 


