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John Holland Bellamy, was born on 5 July 1893. He was the only child of Edward 
Holland and Zoe Bellamy (née Lucas) (The name Holland, was first used as a second 
forename for his father Edward Holland Bellamy and was the family name of 
Edward’s mother Caroline Holland, born in 1830 at Netherbury, Dorset.). 

John’s father Edward Holland Bellamy was one of the seven children of Edward 
and Caroline Bellamy. He attended New College School, Oxford from 1867 to 1875. 
At the age of twelve, he became a chorister at Queen’s College, Oxford and continued 
with the choir until he was 16, when he left school and worked for Alfred Robinson, 
the First Secretary of the Oxford & Cambridge Schools Examination Board. 

Edward and Zoe were married in Oxford in 1892 and lived at 244 Iffley Road 
until their move to Headington in 1912. Edward was an active worker for the Church 
and one-time member of the Headington Parish Council. 

John Holland Bellamy, born in 1893, attended Magdalen College School for seven 
years, where he became a keen sportsman, playing for his school in the cricket and 
football eleven and rowing in the School Four. 

In October 1910 John was matriculated at the University of Oxford. He studied at 
The Queen’s College. Something of John can be glimpsed from the comments 
recorded by the Provost when he came up to Queen’s: “A strong healthy young man 
who rowed and played everything but cannot sing” – perhaps sad news for his father 
who had been a Queen’s chorister, but no doubt very good indications of character for 
the future Army Officer Selection Board.  

John passed Responsions (the preliminary examinations for entry) in Hilary Term 
1910. He went onto pass the then compulsory examinations of Holy Scripture in 
Trinity Term 1911, and Greek and Latin in Michaelmas Term 1911. He then passed 
the following ‘groups’ of the Final Pass School: A1 (Literae Humaniores, for which 
two books, either both Greek, or one Greek and one Latin, were studied) in Trinity 
Term 1913; B4 (a branch of Legal study) in Michaelmas Term 1913; and B1 (either 
English History, or a period of English History with specified works from English 
Literature, or a period of Modern European History, or a period of Indian History) in 
Trinity Term 1914. The degree of BA was conferred at a ceremony on 25 June 1914. 
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After gaining his degree, John was accepted as an articled clerk at the accounting 
office of Wenn & Elsom at 55 Cornmarket, Oxford, and in 1914 he passed the 
Intermediate Examination for Chartered Accountants. In his spare time he continued 
to be a keen sportsman, and added golf and cycling to his range of interests. 

Like many young men of his generation, he was quick to enlist for military service 
at the out break of war. At Westminster on 15 September 1914 he was accepted into 
the Royal Fusiliers “For three years with the Colours”. (Being an Oxford man, it is 
surprising that he joined the Royal Fusiliers, essentially a London Regiment.) 

From that September through to 13 November 1915, John trained and served at 
home with the 21st Royal Fusiliers. He was then was posted to join the British 
Expeditionary Force and served in France and Belgium as Lance Corporal Jack 
Bellamy. He returned home in March 1916 having applied for a short service 
commission. (Or was the army anxious to replace its rapidly depleting band of 
Subalterns?)  

There followed a commission, and he attended an Officers Training Course in 
August 1916. The newly commissioned Second Lieutenant J. H. Bellamy was 
attached to the 11th Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derbys) and went to 
France where he became part of the 13th Battalion, then in reserve at the Somme. In 
October he was called into action. I quote from the official war diary: 

The Battalion formed part of a force consisting of the 23rd and 50th Divisions 
to capture the Fleurs–Lesars line on a front of over a mile with the 50th 
Division on the right of 23rd division. At 9.15 a.m. the battalion moved up 
from trenches in OG2 and The Tangle to the assembly trenches. The objective 
for the Battalion was two lines of hostile trenches in Fleurs-Le Sars on the 
right of the main Albert–Bapaume Road. 

At 3.15 p.m. A and D company advanced in two waves under our own 
barrage which lifted off the objective at 3.19 p.m., C Company advancing in 
support in one wave, B Company remaining in reserve. The objectives were 
taken and consolidated. The Battalion was relieved from the line during the 
evening and came back to bivouacs at “Lozenge Wood” Casualties were high; 
the killed, wounded and missing totalling over 169 men. Second lieutenant 
John Bellamy was wounded in the raid together with two other officers. John 
Holland Bellamy died from wounds three days later on the fourth of October 
1916. 

Second Lieutenant John Holland Bellamy B.A. was buried at Dernancourt 
Communal Cemetery, Extension Somme, France Plot 3, row E, grave 21. 

On the fourth of October, the General Officer Commanding 23 Division wrote: 
“Will you please tell all ranks of your Battalion how very pleased I am at their 
complete success, which was due to their gallantry and the fine spirit they showed 
Good luck to you all” (signed J. M. Babington). 

Later in October, a Memorial Service was held to Lieutenant John Holland 
Bellamy at All Saints Church, Highfield, Headington. The Vicar, Canon Colson 
officiated and gave a short address and “Thanks to God for the life of their comrade”. 
There was a large congregation, including the parents and relations of John Holland 
Bellamy. 

–––––––––– 
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Edward and Zoe Bellamy must have been devastated by the loss of their only son, and 
had probably been expecting him to follow a successful career as an Oxford 
accountant and, like his father, becoming a respected member of the Headington 
community. 

John’s parents funded a memorial stone and stained glass window for their 
church, All Saints, Highfield, Headington. “Netherbury” (formerly 79 Lime Walk and 
the family home since 1912) was sold in 1927, and Edward and Zoe moved to a 
smaller house, 38 Old Road, where Edward was to undergo a further shattering loss 
when Zoe died on 14 March 1935 aged 69. Later, Edward’s unmarried sister Louisa 
came to live with her brother. He died there on 26 December 1943, and his sister 
remained in the house until her own death in 1953. 

The family of three, Edward, John and Zoe, share a memorial stone in Holy 
Trinity Churchyard, Headington, Oxford. 

 


