
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 12:  
Quarry Field 

This area (to the east of Windmill Road and to the west of Quarry village proper) is bounded 
on the north by the new London Road and the south by the Old (London) Road. For the most 
part it comprises the old Quarry Field, which like the rest of Quarry was in St Andrew’s 
parish until 1849 and in the new parish of Holy Trinity thereafter. It is split between two 
wards: Headington, and Quarry & Risinghurst 

In the south-west corner was the Crossroads Pit at Rock Edge, which is now a local nature 
reserve whose geological exposure of Upper Jurassic rock has been designated a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest: 

This area includes a small section of the London Road, a toll road cut through the fields of 
the farms of Old Headington in the late eighteenth century. A milestone (Grade II listed) 
survives near Wharton Road. On the other side of the road are the first council houses built in 
the Oxford area (1925). 

As New Headington village grew in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, there 
was some nibbling away to the east of Windmill Road, and in 1908 Windmill School 
(Headington’s first board school) opened in Margaret Road, then just a short spur off 
Windmill Road: this building, to the left of the present Windmill Primary, closed in 2004 and 
is now flats.  

Otherwise, except for some ribbon development along Old Road and London Road, Area 12 
was undeveloped for the first three decades of the twentieth century. In 1929 the whole of 
Headington became part of Oxford and things started to move. In about 1934 Langley Close 
was built in the gap between 75 and 79 Windmill Road, and by 1935 the top part of Ramsay 
Road with its large detached houses was in place. In that year came major development to the 
south east: two short spurs, St Leonard’s Road (then called Southern Road) and Margaret 
Road were greatly extended eastwards to join the two villages of New Headington Quarry, 
and new roads to the south-east were laid out. Headington Senior School (now Windmill 
Primary) was opened in Margaret Road in 1936, and by 1937 long rows of matching semis 
were advertised for sale. The old Quarry Gate was only remembered in the name of the new 
pub that opened in 1937 to serve the new houses (now the offices of a development 
company). The only space left free was Quarry Recreation Ground, tucked in the triangular 
area delineated by part of the old diagonal coffin path to St Andrew’s Church: it survived the 
building frenzy because it had been given to the parish of Headington in 1877 in exchange for 
the disputed rights on the Magdalens, and so could not be touched. 

Corpus Christi, Headington’s first Roman Catholic Church, opened in Margaret Road by 
1945. 

http://www.headington.org.uk/lyevalley/rockedge/
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/streets/wayside_stones/milestones/london_worcester/52_headington_east.html
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/postcards/barton_road.htm

