
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 9:  
London Road shopping area 

This area comprises the London Road from its start at Headley Way eastwards to just beyond 
St Andrew’s School. It includes the non-residential buildings at the top of the roads that lead 
off it, as well as the whole of Stephen Road and that part of Osler Road not in the Old 
Headington Conservation area. It is in St Andrew’s and All Saints’ parishes and Headington 
Ward 

It is today the heart of Headington, and includes over 150 businesses (see attached Excel list), 
most of them comprising the Headington District Shopping Centre. In addition the London 
Road is the main route from the capital to Oxford, and as well as local buses, many coaches 
pass through from the airports and Park & Ride. For most of Headington’s history, however, 
this busy area was simply part of the farmland of Old Headington (and going even further 
back, an Anglo-Saxon burial ground was discovered on the site of Stephen Road). It was only 
in the late eighteenth century that the new London toll road was cut through the fields, but 
initially the only buildings on this section of the road were the toll House at the crossroads 
and a coaching inn (the Britannia). Until well into the twentieth century, the shops were 
concentrated in the village of Old Headington, and later also in Quarry and New Headington.  

Other early developments on the London Road, such as Mount Pleasant in c.1837, were 
mostly residential, and were few and far between: hence when Headington National School 
(now St Andrew’s Primary) was built in 1848, it was known as the Field School, because it 
was so far from any other buildings. Two pubs made an early appearance, however: the 
White Horse in c.1841 on the boundary between Oxford and Headington, and the Royal 
Standard in c.1861 near the top of New High Street. (Both pubs have since been rebuilt.) 

In 1878 Ellerslie (later Dorset House), the first building on the estate of Highfield Farm, was 
built on the London Road, followed in 1886 by Brookside (now the junior section of 
Headington School).  

In 1892 the Co-op opened “with a great fanfare of trumpets and much beating of big drums” 
on the site of the old toll house (the building now occupied by Taylors and a nail-bar). No 
other shops were erected, however, until 1908, when G.H. Williams’ bicycle shop, which 
also had Headington’s only petrol pumps, opened on the site of the present Skipton Building 
Society.  

In 1916 Headington School moved into the house called Brookside, and in 1921 it also took 
over Dorset House.  

In the 1920s Headington Cinema opened at the top of New High Street (replaced by flats in 
1994). 

In 1926 Headington Sports Ground Ltd was formed in order to secure a permanent sports 
ground in Headington. It bought land (now occupied by the Manor Hospital and the bowls 
club) from Mattock’s Nurseries for a recreational facility where the people of Headington 
could play football, cricket, tennis, and bowls. It was only when the cricket ground moved to 



Barton Road in the 1940s that the football club (which in 1959 went professional and 
changed its name to Oxford United) took it over. 

All the land of Headington House that lay to the south of Cuckoo Lane was sold for building 
in the 1920s: this led to a row of purpose-built shops on the north side of the London Road,, 
the whole of Stephen Road, and the houses at the south-east end of Osler Road. 

Shops began to move more rapidly to the London Road in the 1930s, perhaps partly to cater 
for the many new houses that were neither in New Headington nor Quarry villages. Many 
houses on both sides of the London Road were gradually converted into small shops: many of 
the front gardens were higher than the pavement, which explains why so many pavements in 
the shopping centre today have two levels. 

The shops between Old High Street and Bury Knowle Park were originally houses 

 

In the early 1930s Hunsdon House Nursery School (which had opened in Stephen Road in 
c.1919) moved to its present site in Osler Road. 

Headington’s first bank, Barclays, opened in  the present “Pen to Paper” shop in 1925, and 
moved to its present building in 1925. 



Main crossroads, c.1930, with Barclays Bank 

A terrace of houses on the south side of the London Road was demolished in 1938–9 to make 
way for Holyoake Hall, at first a dance hall and then a snooker hall (now flats), with a row of 
purpose-built shops underneath. 

London Road in the 1950s, before the Iceland block was built 



In the mid-1960s a fine old house with large grounds was demolished to make way for 
Horwood Close, the petrol station, and the new Headington telephone exchange. Two other 
grand houses at the top of Kennett Road were demolished to make way for the current large 
blocks which include Iceland and Sainsbury. 

In 1975 Macfisheries built a MacMarket (now Waitrose) in Old High Street: with about 
12,000 feet of floor space, it was then the largest supermarket in Oxford. The adjacent 
Headington car park opened at this time. 

In 1980 the Co-op moved to its present supermarket at the junction of London Road and Stile 
Road, on the site of the former Eyles & Coxeter garage. The petrol station remained facing 
the London Road, but fell into disuse in the late 1990s. 

Kwik-Fit opened at 72 London Road in the 1980s. Also in the 1980s a number of large 
houses on the north side of the London Road were turned into guest houses, and there are 
now four in a row between 17/19 and 25 London Road. Another much older house was at the 
same time demolished to make way for the Albany Nursing Home and adjacent 
accommodation. 

St Luke’s Hospital moved from Linton Road to Latimer Road in 1982, and the Manor 
Hospital (formerly the Acland) moved to the Manor Ground site from the Banbury Road in 
2003. 

On 9 August 1986 local radio presenter Bill Heine erected a four-hundredweight fibreglass 
shark on his roof at 2 New High Street. After a six-year battle a Planning Inspector allowed it 
to remain, saying that ‘any system of control must make some small place for the dynamic, 
the unexpected, the downright quirky’. It is now probably the best-known landmark of 
Headington. 

In 1994 a row of dilapidated shops built in the 1820s as fine houses (Belle Vue Terrace) was 
demolished to make way for the current Feather & Black shop and flats. 

Dorset House was demolished in 2009 and prefabricated accommodation for 316 students 
opened in September 2012. 

In the 1990s many of the old traditional shops such as greengrocers and butchers closed, and 
coffee shops and estate agents moved in. The Oxford Local Plan 2001–2016 tried to stem the 
flow, but recent legislation has taken away much of its power. 

 

http://www.headington.org.uk/shark/

