
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 6:  
Barton Road, Northfield Road, Chestnut Avenue, Ash Grove, Hawthorn Avenue, 
Blackthorn Close, Stowood Close and part of Barton Lane and Lyndworth Close 
This area comprises the roads that run off the north side of the London Road between Bury 
Knowle Park and the Green Road roundabout. It is in St Andrew’s parish and in Barton & 
Sandhills city council ward. Until the ring road was built, Barton Road and Barton Village 
Road were treated as one and the same. 

The London Road did not exist (except in the form of a field path) before the end of the 
eighteenth century. Barton Lane, however, is much more ancient. The hamlet of Barton was 
already described as “Old Barton” in 1246, and this lane led its inhabitants to the village of 
Headington, with its shops, pubs, and church. Barton Road is likely to have into existence 
when quarrying started in earnest in 1396, as it connected the hamlet of Barton with the pits. 
The part to the north of the present London Road is described in the Headington Enclosure 
Award of 1805 as a  

public Carriage Road and Driftway of the like breadth [i.e. the same breadth as Green 
Road] of forty feet numbered VI likewise branching out of the said new Turnpike Road 
in a North Eastward direction and leading from thence in the present track along a certain 
Meer called Blackthorn Meer to the village of Barton in the County of Oxford the same 
being set out as the public Road leading from the said new Turnpike Road to Barton 
aforesaid 

 
Jeffries’ map of 1769, showing Barton Road and Barton Lane  

meeting at the entrance to Barton   

  



William Orchard, the master mason responsible for much of Magdalen College’s building 
work in the fifteenth century, lived in Magdalen property at Barton that was described as 
‘a lyttel house with an orchard called the Pale and three acres of land’. This is believed to 
have stood on the site of the present Barton End in Barton Road.  

This area was known as Between Towns Field or Barton Field until the nineteenth century. It 
comprises the following two plots under the Headington Enclosure Award, both described as 
‘situate in Barton Field’ and adjoining the London Road: 

• Plot 49, awarded to Thomas Woodcock: 11 acres, 3 roods, and 13 perches  
• Plot 50, awarded to William Mott: 12 acres, 3 rood, and 24 perches, bordered on the 

north-west by Barton Road. 

The oldest house surviving in this area is Barton End. This was built as a private house in the 
1880s for Major-General Arthur Harness. By the 1930s some of its land had become William 
Mattock’ Barton End Nursery. After the death in 1945 of the last private occupant, 
Horace J. Bradley, the house was taken over by the Oxford City Council Welfare Services 
Committee and used as accommodation for elderly people.  Bradley left the land of the 
former nursery opposite Barton End, which he also owned, as an amateur sports ground for 
Headington Cricket Club, which was being squeezed out of the Manor Ground. 

Barton Recreation Ground (now known as Barton Bradley Recreation Ground) on the east 
side of the road was already in existence by 1935 and its name suggests that it must also have 
been provided by the magnanimous Horace J. Bradley of Barton End. It still survives today. 

By 1921 there were seven houses in Northfield Road, but most of this area was still 
allotments. By 1935 there were ten houses on the west side, eight on the east side, and fifteen 
on the north side.  

In the early 1930s three new roads were laid out here on what had been countryside: 
Hawthorne Avenue, Ash Grove, and Chestnut Avenue (the last with an entrance into Bury 
Knowle Park). Joanna Cannan in 1952 describes this area unflatteringly: 

Oblivious to the ceaseless roar of the by-pass road and the proximity of the dolls-house 
homes of Chestnut Avenue, in the drear months of January and February a ghost with 
uncombed hair wanders in Barton Lane. The farms of the neighbourhood, drowning in 
the tide of bricks and mortar, keep their Cold Comfort character to the end. Now the 
bright ripples of the Bayswater brook must disappear into pipe and culvert, and the rough 
and reedy Barton Fields vanish under handkerchief lawns and crazy paving. The fate of 
the genius loci is a matter for speculation – will it take itself off or remain to vex the 
home-makers, sowing thistles in the gardens and dissension among the neighbours, 
cracking the concrete, twisting the plastic, until the neat bright suburb is absorbed into 
the identity of the passionate crumbling village that we knew? 

In 1992 Barton End was converted into five flats, and another 25 houses and six flats were 
built in its garden: continuing the practice of naming new building in this area after trees, 
these are called the Sycamores and the Beeches. 

  

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/famous_people/orchard.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/buildings/barton_end.htm


The City Council’s Sites & Housing Development Plan Document, which superseded part of 
the Local Plan, was adopted on 18 February 2013. This released the former Barton Road 
Cricket Ground for housing. Planning application 13/00631/FUL was approved in October 
2013 for ‘Erection of 30 residential units (8 x 4 bed houses, 17 x 3 bed houses, 2 x 2 bed flats 
and 3 x1 bed flats) together with access road, 51 car parking spaces, 60 cycle parking spaces, 
public open space and landscaping’. This development by Thomas Homes has been named 
The Willows in memory of the old cricket ground, but also fits in coincidentally with the tree 
theme of the area. 

 

http://public.oxford.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=MJN7PUMFQ9000

