
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 3:  
Sandfield Road, Staunton Road, Beech Road, Woodlands Road, Woodlands 
Close, Franklin Road, Fortnam Close, and part of Headley Way 

These are roads built on the part of the Manor grounds in the 1920s: the plan below 
(produced for 1836 auction, when the land did not sell) shows the site. The central part is the 
area covered by these streets. It is in St Andrew’s parish and Headington Ward 

 



This area, which comprises 75 acres, was the core part of the 389-acre Manor of Headington, 
which was awarded to Henry Mayne Whorwood, the Lord of that Manor, under the 
Headington Enclosure Award of 1805. It was the last surviving part of that manor, and until 
1919 it was attached to the Manor House (now dwarfed by the John Radcliffe Hospital) and 
undeveloped. To the east of the Boundary Brook (and thus outside Oxford until 1929) was 
the Manor House and its Park, and to the west were fields that were taken into the City of 
Oxford in 1889. 

The 1836 plan above (with the Boundary Brook running down the middle) shows just a part 
of the manor of Headington that was put up for sale in that year. (Little or none of it appears 
to have sold then.) Lot 1 (the Park) to the east of the brook is now occupied by the John 
Radcliffe Hospital and Sandfield, Staunton, and Beech Roads; Lot 6 (Hop Croft Piece) is now 
occupied by a section of Headley Way; and Lot 7 (part of Brockless Field and the small 
triangular section that was part of Bushy Piece to the south) is occupied by Franklin Road, 
Fortnam Close, and another portion of Headley Way 

Colonel James Hoole was the last Lord of the Manor of Heading. When he died on 8 August 
1917, the Manor House and its 75 remaining acres of land were sold to the Trustees of the 
Radcliffe Infirmary. The Infirmary’s finances became poor, and the streets in this area are 
the result. The following information is taken from the Oxfordshire Health Archives site at 
http://www.oxfordshirehealtharchives.nhs.uk/hospitals/john_radcliffe.htm 

In May 1925, having learned that the value of the Manor House estate might be affected 
by a proposal for an arterial road, the Governors began to sell portions of the estate for 
building sites. A further large portion of the site was sold in the early 1930s when the 
Nuffield benefactions made extensive building necessary at the Infirmary; the Radcliffe 
Trustees had finally agreed to the purchase of the Observatory site. The present site of 
the John Radcliffe Hospital is only about half the size of the estate purchased in 1919. 

Beech Road was built in the mid-1920s. It used to be a quiet cul-de-sac (except for numerous 
pedestrians on football match days), but became busier in 2005 when the Manor Hospital 
opened and it became the access road for patients. 

The development of Sandfield Road started in the 1920s, and it was extended and named in 
1930. 

Staunton Road was laid out in 1930, including a rough road to the John Radcliffe that was 
named as Osler Road in Kelly’s Directory until 1958. The plots between this road and 
48 Staunton Road were not developed, and this piece of land was transferred to the City 
Council in 1938. 

In 1935 part of the ancient route from Oxford to Headington, Cuckoo Lane, was widened to 
form the central part of Woodlands Road, leaving a small footpath beside it. The Boundary 
Brook runs underneath the road here, with its position marked with a stone dated 1892. 

Headley Way was built in 1938 and named after the Great Head Lay to the north of this area, 
and was originally also the name given to the present Cherwell Drive. Until 1958 it only 
stretched as far as Woodlands Road, but in that year it was extended south through Bushey 
Piece to the Headington Road. 

http://www.headington.org.uk/history/famous_people/lordsofmanor3.htm
http://www.oxfordshirehealtharchives.nhs.uk/hospitals/john_radcliffe.htm
http://www.headington.org.uk/history/headington_hill/cuckoo_lane.htm
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/streets/wayside_stones/boundary/woodlands_road.html


Franklin Road was built on the site of the former Brookside Nurseries in c.1950, and 
Fortnam Close was created around the same time.  

Woodlands Close was built in c.1957. 

 


